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²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅΚ
²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƳƻǾƛŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΧ

Paywalls, Publishers, Profits, Power, Propaganda, Plan S

https://paywallthemovie.com/ @protohedgehog

https://paywallthemovie.com/
http://twitter.com/protohedgehog


2018 was an incredible year!

ÅSweden, Germany, France etc. all taking a strong stand

ÅSpringer Nature failed (delayed?) IPO

ÅEU failed (delayed?) OA platform

ÅElsevier and the ACS sue Sci-Hub and ResearchGate

ÅPlan S, EU copyright reform, EOSC

ÅTech start-ǳǇ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦŜŜƭǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ IŜƴǊȅ ±LLLΩǎ 
ǿƛǾŜǎΧ
ÅAcquired, defunded, died, acquired, defunded, survived
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{ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΦΦΦ ϝ

Fanelli, D. (2010)

ÅPretty much the exact opposite 
of what it is supposed to look like
Å Prevalence suggest something is wrong at the system-

level

ÅStrong bias based on results
Å Things which are not in the control of researchers
Å Creates a very skewed record of the scholarly 

endeavour

ÅBad communication incentives?
ÅBad research(ers)?

*Note differences between what English people say and what they actually mean

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0010068


The strange current state of scholarly 
communication

üA 19th century process applied to a 17th century 
communication format

üSlowly adapting to Web tech from ca. 1995

@protohedgehog

WE CAN DO BETTER
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The current state of engagement
Often reminds me more of Brexit than anything else

Simply mention Sci-Hub to see what I mean

Tensions around self-interestedness versus public interest

wƘŜǘƻǊƛŎΣ ƳƛǎƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŘŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŎƭŀǎƘŜǎΣ ŀƭƭ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǊƛŦŜΧ
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{ǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ 9ƭǎŜǾƛŜǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ŏƻƛƴ 
SUIT-ableTM to describe this 
system



https://twitter.com/ElsevierConnect/status/1090202327733227520

https://twitter.com/ferli90/status/1091788140564631552@protohedgehog
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https://www.techdirt.com/articles/20170804/05454537924/elsevier-continues-
to-build-monopoly-solution-all-aspects-scholarly-communication.shtml

http://knowledgegap.org/index.php/sub-projects/rent-seeking-and-
financialization-of-the-academic-publishing-industry/preliminary-findings/

https://zenodo.org/record/1472045#.XFbR_Lh7lZU

üWe are often having different 
conversations about the same 
things

ü And talking past, rather than 
with, each other

https://www.techdirt.com/articles/20170804/05454537924/elsevier-continues-to-build-monopoly-solution-all-aspects-scholarly-communication.shtml

